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									5th January 2026
Dear Parents and Carers,
Changes to School Mobile Phone Policy from September 2026
We are writing to inform you of an important change to our school’s mobile phone policy. From September 2026, Ringmer Primary and Nursery school will become a smartphone-free school.
Currently, children in Upper Key Stage 2 are permitted to bring smartphones into school. These are collected in a classroom box at the start of the day and returned at the end of the school day. From September, children will only be allowed to bring a basic phone (“dumbphone” – a phone that does not connect to the internet or have a camera), which will continue to be stored safely in the classroom box during the school day.
We are sharing this information now to give families plenty of notice to prepare for the change. This decision has been made based on a wealth of research showing that delaying access to smartphones supports children’s social and emotional wellbeing, as well as academic outcomes. Our aim is to support the creation of an environment where children can focus, connect with each other, and enjoy their childhood without the pressures that come with smartphone use.
We understand that some parents may have concerns about safety and communication. To support you:
· Smartphone-like alternatives: There are several basic phones available that look like smartphones but do not have internet or app capabilities, helping children feel included without the risks of full smartphone use.
· Tracking options: Parents who wish to know their child’s whereabouts can consider using AirTags or similar devices.
· Support networks: Our local Smartphone-Free Parent Group offers guidance and advice for families navigating this transition.
Together as a community, we can help our children enjoy the childhood they deserve, free from the pressures and distractions of smartphones. We appreciate your support in making this important change successful for all children.
Thank you for your understanding and cooperation.

Anna Crompton
Headteacher
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Together we belong, together we achieve,
together we shape tomorrow.
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