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Agenda

● Why is Communication and Language a prime area of learning?

● What skills do children need to secure before they can successfully access 
phonics teaching in reception?

● How do we rehearse these skills in nursery?

● Skills we rehearse in directed teaching sessions (rising five monster 
phonics) 

● How can parents promote a language and literacy rich home environment? 

● How can parents support their child to develop phonological awareness?

 (The ability to identify and manipulate units of oral language such as rhymes, 
words and letters.)



Communication and Language The development of children’s spoken language underpins 
all seven areas of learning and development. Children’s back-and-forth interactions from 
an early age form the foundations for language and cognitive development. The number 
and quality of the conversations they have with adults and peers throughout the day in 
a language-rich environment is crucial. By commenting on what children are interested in 
or doing, and echoing back what they say with new vocabulary added, practitioners will 
build children's language effectively. Reading frequently to children, and engaging them 
actively in stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems, and then providing them with 
extensive opportunities to use and embed new words in a range of contexts, will give 
children the opportunity to thrive. Through conversation, storytelling and role play, 
where children share their ideas with support and modelling from their teacher, and 
sensitive questioning that invites them to elaborate, children become comfortable using 
a rich range of vocabulary and language structures.

Statutory Framework for EYFS  
Prime Area of Learning - Communication and Language 



 Language Development Pyramid  



 

Playful Conversations Build the Brain

Be playful, patient and proud!  

3 years - Talks with you in 
conversation using at least two 
back-and-forth exchanges

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Q7t9jwyZats
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yryiHkVtFmY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yryiHkVtFmY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yryiHkVtFmY


Developmental Milestones 



How do we support communication and language and ensure 
the children have secure foundations to build on?

Now and next boards

High quality interactions



How do we support communication and language and ensure 
the children have secure foundations to build on?

Schema vocabulary

Makaton







How do we support communication and language and ensure 
the children have secure foundations to build on?

Chatter boxes Schematic 
vocabulary

Communication 
boards



How do we support communication and language and ensure 
the children have secure foundations to build on?



How do we support communication and language and ensure 
the children have secure foundations to build on?

Story retelling

Sensory play
Understanding 

the world - 
talking about 
and exploring 
the natural 

world



Phase 1 sets out the building blocks for learning to read and write. The main aim is for 
children to ‘experience regular, planned opportunities to listen carefully and talk 
extensively about what they hear, see and do’. (Letters and Sounds 2007) 

The emphasis during Phase 1 is to get children attuned to the sounds around them and 
ready to begin developing oral blending and segmenting skills. 

Rising Five - Directed phonics sessions  



Aspect 1 – Environmental Sounds 
General Sound Discrimination - raising children’s awareness of the sounds around them
 and their listening skills. 
Aspect 2 – Instrumental Sounds
General Sound Discrimination made by various instruments and noise makers. 
Aspect 3 – Body Percussion
General Sound Discrimination of body sounds and rhythms. 
Aspect 4 – Rhythm and Rhyme
Develops children’s appreciation and experiences of rhythm and rhyme in speech. 
Aspect 5 – Alliteration 
The focus is on the initial sounds of words. 
Aspect 6 – Voice Sounds
Distinguishing between different vocal sounds and to begin oral blending and segmenting. 
Aspect 7 – Oral Blending and Segmenting
Develop oral blending and segmenting skills. 
Blending practice - The teacher could say some sounds, such as /c/-/u/-/p/ and see whether 
the children can pick out a cup from a group of objects. 
Segmenting practise, the teacher could hold up an object such as a sock and ask the children which 
sounds they can hear in the word sock.





What can parents do to support a language rich 
environment at home? 

1. Read Aloud Daily 
Reading aloud is one of the most effective ways to expose children to language. Make it a habit to read 
to your child every day. Choose age-appropriate books, and don’t forget to discuss the story, 
characters, and illustrations. Share books anywhere and everywhere! 

2. Engage in Conversation 
Engage your child in meaningful conversations. Ask open-ended questions that encourage them to 
express their thoughts and feelings. Listen actively and respond with interest. 

3. Expand Vocabulary 
Introduce new words regularly. Explore synonyms and antonyms and encourage your child to use 
descriptive language.  

Synonym - a word that means the same or nearly the same as another (shut or close the door)

Antonym - a word opposite in meaning to another (big or small)



What can parents do to support a language and literacy 
rich environment at home? 

4. Utilise Technology Wisely 
While screen time should be limited, many educational apps and websites can support language 
development. Choose high-quality, age-appropriate options. Beware of accents! 

5. Narrate Everyday Activities 
Describe what you are doing while cooking, cleaning, or gardening. This enhances vocabulary and helps 
children understand the world around them. 

6. Encourage Writing 
Provide opportunities for your child to write, whether it’s mark making their name on a card, shopping 
list, drawing pictures for family/friends, labels or creating stories. Celebrate their efforts and display 
their work proudly. 



What can parents do to support a language and literacy 
rich environment at home? 

7. Visit the Library 
Frequent trips to the library expose children to a wide range of books and resources. Participate in 
library programs and encourage your child to choose their books. 

8. Choose a book home from our nursery book shack each day to share at home.

9. Play Word Games and puzzles 
Engage in word and card games. Jigsaws. Orchard games.

10. Be a Language and Literacy Role Model 
Model good language habits by speaking clearly and using proper grammar. Avoid using baby talk, as it 
may hinder language development. Let your child ‘see you as a reader’. When and what does your child 
see you reading at home? (Not a phone/computer screen) 

11. Don’t point out mistakes. 

Repeat back what your child has said correctly without telling them they have got something wrong. 



What can parents do to support phonological awareness? 

● Focus on listening - for example play games such as Simon Says

● Focus on listening and labelling - can children close their eyes and say what 
they hear inside, outside, in the garden, in the park, at the coast, in the 
supermarket?

● Learn nursery rhymes, songs and poems

● Play clapping, tapping and rhythmic games such as Pat-a-cake, Wind the bobbin

● Engage in language play with rhyme and alliteration

● Point out words in the environment - for example supermarket names, 
character names on toys and clothes, street signs

● Use the words ‘word’ and ‘letter’ when reading books to children or when 
writing or pointing to environmental print.

● Model reading left to right.



Child: holds up a toy cow “Cow!”

Parent: looks at the cow with the child “Yes, a cow! I wonder what noise the 
cow makes…”
 (Shared attention + open question)

Child: “Cow goes moo.”

Parent: “The cow does go moo! I wonder what else the cow does”
 (Modelling full sentence, responds and expands)

Child: “Eat grass!”

Parent: “The cow eats green, long grass—good idea. How should we feed her?”
 (Add in descriptive words to expand vocabulary/sentence)

Child: “With this!!”

Parent: “Yes! We can feed her with the bucket. I wonder what other animals 
we might see on the farm...”
 (Names objects and keeps the conversation going)



Thank you for joining us and your continued support.

Have fun with language and literacy play!


